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The Humboldt file 

□ Population: About 30 in unincorpo¬ 
rated community at intersection of 
Brown County N and T; 1,334 in entire 
town, according to 1990 census. 

□ Former church: The last trace of 
St. Mary's Catholic Church lies in the 
parish cemetery off Brown County N. 

□ Name: Humboldt was named after 
geographer Baron Alexander von 
Humboldt. .It was called Coppens 
Corner in the 1850s. 


The old days: Braidy Heurkens, 
93, talks about old times in his 
mobile home on New Franken 
Road. The retired farmer has lived 
his entire life in Humboldt. 
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Signs vanish, but town is there 


By Patty Hoeft 

Press-Gazette 

HUMBOLDT Four-way stop signs 
force motorists to take a look at this tiny 
crossroads community. 

What they see is what they get. Four 
houses — one each on all four corners. 

On most maps, the intersection of 

_ Brown County 

Press-Gazette photos N and T is 

by Joan Gutheridge marked as 

Humboldt. 

But without a road sign, the intersection 
is just another intersection in the town 
with the same name. 

Some local and area residents wonder 
whether the community still exists. 

Both Town Chairman Norbert Dan- 
tinne Jr. and Town Treasurer Kenneth 
Tielens sav the unincorporated commu¬ 
nity of Humboldt is history. 

In fact, on his way to the post office in 
New Franken. Tielens drove through the 
intersection in search of the Humboldt 
road sign that could prove the communi¬ 
ty does exist. 

"I couldn’t believe my eyes. I don’t 
know how long ago it’s been missing, but 
there’s no more road signs for Hum¬ 


boldt.” Tielens says. "Humboldt is ex¬ 
tinct. Done. They are gone.” 

When St. Mary’s Catholic Church 
used to stand on the corner 31 years ago. 
there was little doubt about the commu¬ 
nity’s existence. But when the church 
was razed in 1960. Humboldt’s identity 
crumbled, too. 

"The church was the last of Humboldt, 
really, because there aren’t any other 
businesses here." says Blossom Jonet. 68, 
who has lived in a farmhouse at the inter¬ 
section for 45 years. 

St. Mary's, erected in 1872. was the 
first church built in the town. It was re¬ 
placed in 1908 with a new building. In 
1959, it closed after the parish was con¬ 
solidated with St. Hubert’s in Sugarbush, 
now called Our Lady Queen of Peace. 

Humboldt’s big drawing card nowa¬ 
days is Reggie and Sally Vande Hei’s 
New Franken Welding shop at 4993 
Humboldt Road. 

Reggie has been repairing farm ma¬ 
chinery since 1958. Three years ago, he 
moved the shop next door to the family’s 
ranch home. 

"It’s a great place to raise a family and 
there’s not as near as many things kids 
can get to.” Sally says. 


For fun, the Vande Heis attend wres¬ 
tling meets at Luxemburg-Casco High 
School and hunt, snowmobile and four- 
wheel drive on their 20-acre property. 

Wilbur "Smiley” and Agnes Schaut, 
4931 Humboldt Road, live next door to 
the Vande Heis above the empty bar and 
dance hall formerly called Rainbow Gar¬ 
dens. Thirty years ago, the bar bustled 
with weekend dances, a fall kermis, dart 
and pool tournaments. 

Braidy Heurkens, 93, of 253 S. New 
Franken Road, remembers whooping it 
up at Rainbow Gardens. Those were the 
days when "you go to a dance. Raise hell. 
And take out the girls,” he says. 

Born and raised in Humboldt, Heur¬ 
kens was a farmer who thrived on work¬ 
ing 18 to 20 hours a day in the fields. 

"I farmed. I butchered. I did every¬ 
thing. The harder the better," Heurkens 
says. 

Heurkens misses Humboldt's early 
days when neighbors were never strang¬ 
ers. 

"I help you fill yours. You help me fill 
mine. That’s the way it went,” he says. "I 
wish I could live those days over.” 


■ Next week: Rosecrans in Manitowoc 
County 



Welders: Owners Reggie and Sally Vande Hei and Once Rainbow Gardens: Wilbur Schaut stands be- 
sons Steve and Mike work at New Franken Welding, fore a former dance hall, tavern that he still owns. 











